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A newsletter will be sent out every three months to the current members, past members, and visitors of the club.  Please contact Ed Weltens at 512-250-0616 or E-Mail him at mailto:Ed.Weltens@sbcglobal.net if you have any information you would like to have included in future newsletters.  All comments/submissions welcome!



From The Editor

You can reach me at mailto:ed.weltens@sbcglobal.net
Sorry it has been so long since the last newsletter, but things have been hectic around my house this year.  In addition to the Open House I have been working on wedding plans to marry Julie this July.  As usual, if you have any comments on the newsletter or would like to submit articles send me an e-mail.

Regards,

Ed



PAST CLUB EVENTS

GATS – Austin, TX – Jan 10-11, 2004

By: Ed Weltens

To my knowledge, this was the only the second time in the last seven years the Great American Train Show (GATS) held an event in Austin.  I was hoping for a good turnout and happy vendors to possible lure GATS back more frequently.  I wasn’t disappointed.  According to my informal straw poll of vendors it was one of the best shows they had attended in some time and most if not all said they would return to a future event in Austin.  We had one of the largest layouts our club has ever seen including the transfer table modules, thanks to the cavernous space inside the Palmer Events Center.

The TTAT layout was even featured in an article by the Austin American Statesman in the Sunday, January 11 edition.  Let’s hope that GATS decides to make the trip to Austin more frequently.

Ed Weltens’ Open House – Cedar Park, TX – Mar 6, 2004

By: Ed Weltens

The Open house was a great success.  I was thrilled to have so many people show up and especially those who brought some trains.  In addition to the club members that attended Bob Nelson and Jim Duda joined us.  This event acted as good motivation for me to make some progress on my layout.  Adrian Elliott was a big help in getting things ready.  I hope to hold another open house in the not to distant future, in the mean time call me up if you want to come over and run trains.

Work Day – March 27, 2004

By: Ed Weltens

Unfortunately I was not able to attend this year’s work day, but I did get to see some of the things done at the next club event.  The load inside the trailer was balanced by moving two of the corners to the left side and some new shelves were added.  Two new tires were put on the trailer.  I think that makes all four tires less than a year old.  Special note on the tires is that they require a very high pressure that all gas stations may not be able to inflate them to.  Be sure to check the tire pressure to make sure the trailer is as safe as possible.  Thanks to everyone who contributed.

SAMRA – Live Oak, TX – Feb 7-8, 2004

By: Ed Weltens

As we have come to expect, SAMRA was a great event for TTAT.  We had a very large L-shaped layout and good participation from members.  As usual, the train cam was a big hit and everyone seemed to have a great time.

New Braunfels Jamboree – Apr 17, 2004

By: Ed Weltens

This was my first trip to the New Braunfels Jamboree.  Apparently this was the first time the layouts were set up across the street from the Civic Center in the Elk’s Lodge.  I would have to say that this was one of my favorite events so far this year. It was a one-day event and we didn’t have a particularly large layout so why was it so fun?   Set-up and tear down were so much easier because of the relatively small layout size.  It was just a lot less work and made the fun more of an emphasis.  Not to mention that our setup was accompanied by some great live music coming from the Elk’s lounge adjacent to the exhibit area.



FUTURE CLUB EVENTS

Club Event Schedule

The following table shows the events and shows that the club has scheduled or is considering.  If you have an event you want to have considered submit it to the club mail reflector at mailto:ttat-members@aoot.com
2004 Schedule

Last Update: April 27, 2004
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	DATE
	SHOW
	PLACE
	STATUS
	COORDINATOR
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	March 27,9a 
	Work Day 
	Jim Smiley's house
	Confirmed
	Steve W. 
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	April 3, 4
	Club Fun Run
	Branch Creek Clubhouse
	Canceled
	- 
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	April 17,9a-5p 
	New Braunfels Model Railroad Jamboree
	New Braunfels Civic Center
	Confirmed
	Scott S. 
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	May 14,15 
	Club Fun Run
	Branch Creek Clubhouse 
	Pending
	Jim S. 

	[image: image6.png]



	May 18, 10a
	The Gathering 
	Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church
	Confirmed
	Mike P. 
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	June 5,6 
	GATS
	Live Oak Civic Center
	Confirmed
	? 
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	June 26, 27
	Railfair
	Burnet, TX 
	Canceled
	Rick D. 
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	June 26,27 
	Elgin Western Days
	Elgin Depot 
	Pending
	Ed W. 
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	Aug. 7,8
	Cross Roads Mall
	SAMRA Summer Show
	Pending
	Ron F. 
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	Aug. 21 
	Summer Train Show
	New Braunfels Civic Ctr.
	Pending
	Steve W. 
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	Sep. ? 
	Annual Club Meeting
	Luby's Cafeteria #4
	Pending
	Steve W. 
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	Sep. 18, 19 
	Temple Train Show
	Frank Mayborn Convention Center
	Pending
	Buddy B. 
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	Oct. 2, 3
	AMRE Fall Show
	Live Oak Civic Center
	Pending
	- 
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	Oct. 23, 24
	Czhilispiel
	Flatonia, TX 
	Pending
	- 
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	Oct. 30
	Austin Jamboree 
	First United Methodist
	Pending
	- 
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	Dec. 10, 11, 12
	Club Fun Run
	Branch Creek Clubhouse
	Pending
	Jim S. 




OTHER NEWS

January Board Meeting Minutes

Board Meeting Minutes  1/20/04

All members were present.

Club account has $1200 plus 2 more registrations and GATS $140  Total $1385

Membership is at 22

The Board agreed to fund the following items:


2 new tires for the trailer – work day item.  $190.


4 Tire sun covers - ?


16 new C clamps – Scott found 4 for $7

MTH Controller $125 – buy through Caboose Hobbies - Ira

Lionel Cab 1
$75 – buy through Caboose Hobbies - Ira

The Board identified the following projects available for new members not wishing to build a new module (part of membership requirement)


Build 16 new legs for the layout – 1x2 furring strips at Home Depot and leg bolts.

Build a new 1x4 siding module and add track E to a club module (this would increase the length of siding to 16’.


Change the reverse curves on a transition module to larger radii and a tangent in between – requires permission of module owner.

Work Day scheduled - Coincide with fun run at Ed’s house


Change weight distribution in trailer


Buy 2 new tires and install

Discussion items


Construct 2 new siding switch modules with Ross Custom switches, possibly 6’ in length.  Ira and Steve to create schematics.


Shall we allow a switch on track 1?  Pose question to club at the SAMRA show.

Schedule of Fun Runs:  Runs will be at Branch Creek unless we have the layout set up somewhere or otherwise designated.  All BCE dates are still subject to confirmed reservations not yet available.


Mar ? at Ed’s house


April 16-18 at BCE unless we get into the New Braunfels show this weekend.


May 14 – 16 at BCE


July 16-18 at BCE


Dec. 10-12 at BCE

Club annual meeting at Luby’s Mo-Pac and Steck Sept. 15

Elgin Depot and Museum

By: Ed Weltens

After the GATS show in Austin I received a letter from Francis Smith at the Elgin Depot and Museum with an invitation to setup our layout there on a future weekend.  Saturday, May 2, I drove out the Elgin to take a look at the depot.  What I found was the beautiful Union Depot, constructed of brick in 1903.  This depot replaced the original wood structure on the same site.  I learned from Francis that brick was an appropriate material for the structure since Elgin once supported as many as five brick foundries at one time and is known for the high quality of their red clay that is also used for baseball mounds.

The depot is located on a diamond where the Katy and H&TC (S.P.) lines crossed.  I addition to being a wonderfully restored depot they also have a great collection of historical photos and other items. Included in the photo collection is a quantity of photos from the Katy’s Bellmeade shops near Waco.  The depot recently served as an exhibit hall for some of “Sidetrack” Tommy Shultz’s train artifacts.

The depot would like us to participate in a layout display during the Elgin Western Days festival the weekend of June 26-27.  The layout space would be approximately 19x22 feet but may be able to be a little larger.  The depot has a new air conditioning system and was rewired for electricity during the renovations.  The depot said they would not be able to provide exhibit insurance for this event, but they do have a full perimeter security system and are across the street from the police station.  I would recommend this event.

Kyle Depot and Museum

The Kyle Depot has been returned to the city of Kyle.  It is sitting next to the mainline north of the Main St crossing.  The city will restore it and build a museum.  There is also a Mo-Pac caboose as well.  More information can be found at this site:

http://www.texasescapes.com/FallingBehind/Kyle-Texas-Growing-with-Thought.htm
Need A Lionel Manual?
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[image: image19.png]Can’t seem to find the owner’s
manual for your Lionel train?
Don’t worry!




We have recently added an "Online Owner Manuals" section to the Lionel Web site. Here you can search for your Lionel products by category, part name, or part number. We are continually adding new manuals to this section so be sure to come back often to check out the new additions! 

» Click here to see what’s new in this section!


	


Ross Custom Switches and Gargraves at the Collectible Caboose

Finally we have a local dealer to supply your high-rail layout with Gargraves track and Ross Custom switches.  See Craig Berry at the Collectible Caboose or call 259-9494.

TCA Train Meet May 22

The Train Collectors Association (TCA) is holding their 30th Annual Lone Star Division train meet at the New Braunfels Civic Center Saturday, May 22 11:00-4:00.  Admission is $3 for Adults, $5 for family (two adults).  Tables are available to TCA members for $10.  Contact Pat Halpin at pathalpi@sbcglobal.net.



Articles

T&NO #771 Gets A New Home

By: Rick Dolifka

About November 2003, Ricky and I read that Victoria, Tx had sold their T&NO 2-8-2 (771) to Grapevine (Tarantula line).  The next morning I was driving north on I-35 in Round Rock when an 18-wheeler flatbed passed me.  I had to do a double take because it was carrying four sets of large drive wheels.  While I was realizing they were drive wheels, a second trailer flew by with the tender on it.  I quickly chased after them and caught up in order to read 771 on the tender.  I then paced the other trailer and looked at the wheels until I had to exit.  I kept looking for the next two hours for anything else, but to no avail.  I guess the rest passed by earlier.

Strange Thing

By: Scott Smiley

Several years back I bought some Williams Electric Trains Engine sets, Pennsylvania F7 ABA and BN FP 45 AA Diesels.  I used both sets a bit as new.  The BN set fell out of favor after a while because it started pulling less and less.  At one run, it could hardly pull the other A unit.   I re-lubricated the unit but no improvement.  I moved these to my For Sale pile and boxed them up.  For some unknown reason, I also stopped using the F7 set.

Again for some unknown reason, I decided to get these sets out of their boxes and put them on the track a month or two ago.  One set just barely crawled and the other nothing.  Now they were both working when I put them away, so I started thinking.  What could make them stop working at all?  I decided that the can motors were not the likely suspects, so that left me with the electronic E unit.  There is nothing else in these engines.  I started looking for replacement units and found out that Train America Studios make a simple E unit but they do not advertise it on their web page.  It was $35.  The guy at TAS said that rarely are the can motors the problem and that it was not uncommon for the board to be the culprit.  I bought 2 of them.

After installation, both engine sets ran great, pulling a 15-car train easily.  Although I did not like spending money on these units, they surely were not worth much if they would not move.  Installation was easy, just 4 wires for each motor.  Do not ground the board.  Other boards are available with other features for more money.  I would not shy away from this kind of repair.  I never dreamed that the board could go bad gradually but that does seem to be the case.  The board was not sending the right power to the motors.
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