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A newsletter will be sent out every two months to the current members, past members, and visitors of the club.  Please contact Ed Weltens at 512-250-0616 or E-Mail him at Ed.Weltens@sbcglobal.net if you have any information you would like to have included in future newsletters.  All comments/submissions welcome!



From The Editor

Hi Tinplaters!  

Well, a lot has happened since the last issue of The Express and I hope you will find this one of the best issues ever.   Thanks to everyone who contributed articles.  Keep them coming!  Don’t forget to keep the newsletter in mind while rail fanning, working on your trains or layouts.

Regards,

Ed



PAST CLUB EVENTS

Texas Hill Country Railfair & Festival Burnet, TX  – August 23-24, 2003

By: Ira Schneider

The Railfair is over and we are back home. It was a wonderful weekend for the Tinplate Trackers of Austin, Texas.  We set up in a vacant discount store on the main town square.  This building was much larger than the one we had used at previous Railfairs.  With the minor inconveniences of one air conditioner not working, the scarcity of grounded electrical outlets, and an uneven floor the location was great.  Due to the space available, we were able we were able to set up the largest layout we ever had outside of the Branch Creek Estates clubhouse - a 6 x 5 L-shape.  This layout included several new modules, including a fantastic industrial yard and transfer table built by Adrian and Steve. There was also a new industrial module built by Bob.

As usual, our pre-planning for the layout was a help, but was extensively modified during setup. There were poles and a door in the way and we were close to another layout on one side. We had more space than expected and were able to modify one of Steve's original plans to get our final layout to fit very nicely within the constraints. The notched portion of the L-shape helped us avoid the door and the nearby layout, giving us plenty of room.

Setup started later than planned, due to four flat tires on the trailer. Thank you Randall for inflating the tires and getting the trailer up to Burnet. We had a good crew for setup, and were able to construct this large layout in only a couple of hours. By the time they locked up the building at around 8:30 PM, we had the ENTIRE layout, including accessories and sky boards, completed. We also cleaned most of the tracks on Friday evening and fixed a problem causing tracks 3 and 4 to be shorted together.

Saturday started out with a thin crowd, which was a blessing in disguise. We quickly discovered that tracks 1 and 3 were cross-connected. Eventually we found a broken Jones plug on one of the modules, which caused the problem. The crowd picked up rapidly, especially when the Hill Country Flyer arrived late in the morning. In my opinion, we had a larger crowd looking at the model railroad displays, including ours, than we normally see at model railroad shows, including the Great American Train Show.
People seemed to be fascinated by the trains, especially the children. We had Bob's wireless camera strapped on the top of a train most of the day and many children (and adults) were waving to themselves as the train passed by.

We had no trouble keeping all four mainline tracks occupied during the day. Everyone who had trains at the event were able to run them.

There seemed to be a smaller crowd on Sunday. Of course, that was partially due to the fact that the hours of operation were shorter on Sunday. Again, we had a nice crowd looking at our display. The highlight (or is it lowlight?) of our operation on Sunday was a spectacular train wreck, which covered three mainline tracks.

The raffle was terrific. My wife, Lorraine, staffed the raffle table most of the day, with occasional relief from some of our members. We grossed over $170 for the two days. This more than paid for our expenses to come to Burnet for the Rail Fair.

You can see pictures from this event on the club web site.

Additional Comments on Burnet

By: Steve Wise

During setup we had a few kinks in the finished layout, we accidentally hooked the s-curve up wrong, which caused the power for tracks 3 and 4 to be coupled!  We discovered this Friday night and fixed it.  It was fairly easy to separate the S and reconnect it in the proper alignment.  The two remaining bugs were not discovered until Saturday morning. In one case I accidentally had a 2nd TMCC command base hooked to my sidings.  This caused dual TMCC signals to be put onto the rails.  The engines didn't like 'em much!  Simply turning off my unit solved this problem.  The other problem was that we had a short in a Jones plug that caused the power for tracks 1 and 2 to cross.  We found this one by powering up track 1 and watching the voltage on track 2 (which was getting juice from track 1 due to the short), and unplugging/replugging the Jones plugs at each module until we saw the voltage fall on track 2.  Turns out there was a broken Jones plug that had a loose track 2 wire that was touching the track 1 pin!!! Scott took this module home to fix it.
 

After these three bugs were worked out, the layout ran pretty good!!!  For future reference, both DCS and TMCC engines should be run on all tracks after setup to find these bugs.  Also, making sure there are no voltage crossovers should be done too.  I blame the Fat Controller.   :-)
 

The crowd seemed to enjoy watching siding maneuvers.  I certainly had fun doing them!   At one point, I had boxed my caboose in and needed help from one of the spectators on how to get it back out at the end of the train.  It was fun!  Adrian's transfer table worked great in both conventional and command mode.  Conventional is tricky, but once you understood what to do, it worked great.  One problem, though, is a conventional engine starts out in forward...that can be tricky!  
 

We had 2 wrecks, which made for excitement: Ed accidentally shot a coal car with his engine onto my siding module.  If it wasn't for some Plexiglas Adrian bolted to the end of the siding, Ed would be out one coal car and an engine!  Scott had a runaway that caused a nice crash too.  I think both trains escaped without any injuries.  Perhaps we need a special page on our web site with "crashes of the tinplate trackers" pictures.

Annual Meeting  – September 11, 2003

Our annual meeting was once again held at the Luby’s Cafeteria on Mo-Pac.  The agenda covered past events and some planning for future events.  One avidly discussed topic was the need for a new club trailer.  The most significant event of the night was welcoming new members Mike and Hugh Pauwels who joined at the meeting.

Temple Train Show – September 19-20, 2003

By: Ed Weltens

Buddy Burke did a great job getting us back to Temple this year.  This was one of my favorite venues since our previous visit a few years back.  We had a large 2 by 7 module layout which Ira did a great job planning.  This made for a really nice layout shape with ample room in the center for tables and boxes.

During the first day of the show, new member Norm Anderson of Kerrville joined the club.  We had a large number of visitors with a high concentration of children.  The bridge module even made it on the front page of the Sunday Temple Daily Telegram with a boy staring wide-eyed while wearing his Illinois Central engineer’s cap.  A link to the article and pictures can be found at my web site, http://www.texased.net/.  

I found that fellow TTAT member, Bob Miller, is an accomplished model builder and detailer.  I bought one of his creations for a great price.  It will find a treasured spot on my layout.  Now I need to look into those oil towers he was talking about at Burnet.  I also made a new friend in Bev Hargrave, a member of CENTRAMOD, the club hosting the show.  Bev helped me out by running my train while I was working on another one.

There were no problems that I noted at this show other than my inability to read an installation manual.  The switching yard was put to great use and Scott made a great point to keep it occupied since it was part of the scenery on that side of the layout.  On the drive up Randall noted that the trailer had developed two flat tires.  These corresponded to the oldest tires on the trailer.  Apparently they have slow leaks and should be checked after any period of storage.  In addition, on the way back I noted that I had an effective speed limit of 55 mph due to the heavy swaying that took place at higher speeds.



FUTURE CLUB EVENTS

Club Event Schedule

The following table shows the events and shows that the club has scheduled or is considering.

2003 Schedule
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	DATE
	SHOW
	PLACE
	STATUS
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	January 17, 18
	Club Fun Run
	Branch Creek Clubhouse
	Confirmed
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	Feb 1, 2 
	SAMRA Train Show
	Live Oak 
	Confirmed
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	Feb 18, 9a-2p
	The Gathering 
	Westlake Presbyterian Church
	Confirmed
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	March 29, 30
	Club Fun Run
	Branch Creek Clubhouse
	Confirmed
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	May 3, 9a-1p
	TTAT Club Workday
	Jim Simleys Home
	Confirmed
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	June 7, 8
	GATS
	Live Oak
	Confirmed
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	Aug. 15, 16
	Club Fun Run
	Branch Creek Clubhouse
	Canceled
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	Aug. 23, 24
	Railfair
	Burnet, TX 
	Confirmed
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	Sep. 11, 6p
	Annual Club meeting
	Luby's Cafeteria #4
	Confirmed
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	Sep. 20, 21
	Temple Train Show
	Frank Mayborn Convention Center
	Confirmed
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	Oct. 18, 19
	AMRE Fall Show
	Live Oak 
	Canceled
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	Oct. 25, 26
	Czhilispiel
	Flatonia downtown 
	Confirmed

	[image: image14.png]



	Nov. 1 
	Austin Jamboree
	First United Methodist
	Confirmed
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	Dec. 5, 6
	Club Fun Run
	Branch Creek Clubhouse
	Confirmed


 

Several 2004 events are currently planned including a GATS show in Austin during January, SAMRA show in February in Live Oak, and the New Braunfels show in April.  A 2004 Schedule can be found on the club web site at http://www.trainweb.org/ttat/.  All 2004 events are pending



OTHER NEWS

Online Show Coordination Documents

The online show coordination section for the Czhilispiel is set up.  Visit the Members area of the web site and fill in your plans for participating at our next event.

New Members
Our Membership continues to grow.  Recent additions are Mike and Hugh Pauwels whom we met at the Railfair in Burnet.  Mike is an Electrical Engineer at Motorola who designs microcontrolers and writes software for automotive applications. Hugh is a Kindergarten student who turns six in December and knows more about steam locomotives than most adults.

Another new addition is Norm Anderson.  Norm has a collection of Lionel pre-war trains.  He is retired and likes to tour around the country with his wife, Carol, in their motor home.  When they aren’t on the move they call Kerrville home.

Thomas the Tank Engine

Coming to Austin

The Austin Steam Train Association, operators of the Hill Country Flyer announce a special event.  A Day Out with Thomas will is coming to the Austin Convention Center November 21-24.  Price is $14 for those over 12 months.  There are all kinds of activities scheduled around this event.  Find out more by visiting http://www.austinsteamtrain.org/dowt/thomas.htm or calling the ASTA at (512) 477-8468. 



Articles

Quick Review of the DZ-1220 Trolley/Transit Control System

By: Ron Fiebelkorn

I’m in the middle of building a small layout in our house and one of the items I wanted was a small trolley line.  I wanted something more than just a trolley running between two bumpers and being electrically challenged, I needed something that I could buy and would be relatively easy to install.  I ended up buying a DZ-1220 Trolley/Transit Control System from JusTrains of Delaware for $69.00.  

The controller is produced by Dennis Zander, owner of Z-Stuff for Trains in Penfield, NY.  The system provides stop announcements for up to 10 stops, even if your trolley or transit car does not have sound.  The system can be used with a point-to-point track or a loop of track. The system controller will stop the trolley at each stop and then release it after a delay.  The typical “clang, clang” sound is made when the trolley starts up or you can change it to a “Doors Closing” announcement.

The stop names are pre-programmed with 10 streets in Chicago (Lake Shore Drive, Michigan Avenue, State Street, etc.) but you can also record your own stop names and set your own stop points.  The system announces the current stop and after a few seconds announces the next stop on the trolley line.  It even makes “last stop” and “end of the line” announcements. 

The instructions were pretty easy to follow and the wiring was not too difficult, with one or two  “minor” exceptions.  The wiring diagram left out one important wire that ran from the controller to the transformer.  Without knowing this I tried several things but to no avail.  One of the benefits of buying this system is that you can contact Dennis Zander by either e-mail or telephone to discuss the problem you are having with him.  I sent him an e-mail and I received a new wiring diagram the same day.  That resolved the wiring problem.

The other problem I encountered was getting a section of isolated track at each end of the trolley line. The system needs an isolated section so it knows when to stop the trolley.  My trolley line consists of an Industrial Trolley, K-Line Snap track, and a K-Line Snap Track Bumper at each end.  In order to make it an isolated track I cut one of the outside rails on the last section of track on each end of the trolley line.  This should have worked but the system did not recognize the isolated sections. Working with Dennis over the phone, we determined that the bumpers were keeping the system from working  (Later I tried using Lionel 260 bumpers and got the same results as the K-Line Snap Track bumpers.)   Once I removed the bumpers everything worked great.

All in all I think this is a good unit.  I still need to try a few more of the available options but so far its working like it was advertised.  I think the Industrial Trolley also looks good and runs great, especially for the cost.  It has lights and can change directions via a reversing unit or by the bumpers.   I bought it new for $30.00, which included shipping, from Bob’s Hobby Shop in Michigan.  I think it was a great buy.

The Equalizer Proto-1 to TMCC upgrade

By: Ed Weltens

I recently purchased an Equalizer TMCC upgrade board from Digital Dynamics.  The Equalizer promises to provide TMCC functionality for your older MTH Proto-Sound 1 locomotives and can be purchased from Digital Dynamics at http://www.digitdynam.com or by phone at (203) 778-3599.  The Equalizer is $199.95 plus $5 shipping per order.

The board comes in box with detailed instructions.  You can spend 30 minutes just reading through the instructions the first time.  Installation is much easier than the instructions would lead you to believe.  All the connections are color coded with the same color connection used by the original control board.  I ran into a small problem with the placement of the volume control potentiometer, which blocked the connector for the electrocouplers.  Relocation of this pot was easy to do with a piece of double sided tape.  The only problem with this is that I am stuck with a fixed volume setting.  Only two wires had to be cut for the installation.  These are the wires for the electrocouplers.  In the original installation there was a switch, which set the direction of the operating electrocoupler.  If you want to be able to fire either coupler with the CAB-1 you must cut the wires from the switch and splice them together in the proper sequence along with a new wire for the connection to the Equalizer.

Even with these minor challenges this upgrade should probably take only 30-45 minutes after you read the instructions.  My installation was complicated by the fact that I did not understand one section of the instructions which states that after the installation the locomotive will come up in “Reset” mode.  To exit the Proto-Sound Reset mode you must address the locomotive and press AUX1-0 each time you start our from a power up.  This places the locomotive in forward.

Ed Bender of Digital Dynamics was very helpful with my questions over the phone, and to his credit, I should not have needed to call if I had understood the directions.  I would recommend this upgrade to anyone who is thinking about adding TMCC command control to an old PS-1 locomotive.

Setting up TMCC Command Base Tolerances

By: Ed Weltens

I recently came across a post on the O-Gauge RR forum bulletin board that described a TMCC user’s problems with his command base.  Initially he thought the problem was with an individual locomotive, but tests on his club’s layout led him to suspect the Command Base as the culprit.  Apparently the Command Base has a tolerance setting for the frequency it outputs the command signal on.  If your command TMCC locomotives are not receiving the signal properly and you are sure it is not the locomotive, you can attempt this adjustment at your own risk.

1. Disconnect power and the Common lead from the Command base.

2. Remove the screws under the Command Base’s rubber feet.
3. Remove the cover and taking care not to damage the wires to the cover lights.  Lay the cover next to the base without removing the wire to the lights. 
4. Locate the U or Common output post of the base on the outside of the unit.
5. Find the adjustment pot nearest the output post. It should be by itself and a little smaller than ½ inch square.

6. Mark the current position of the arrow.  If you don’t do this you cannot get back to where you started.
7. Reconnect the Command Base to your layout and place a working engine on your layout. Power up as normal, and address it.

8. Press the horn button and keep pressing the horn on and off. Turn the pot clockwise until the horn stops responding.  You should not turn it more than ½ way around.  Now turn pot counterclockwise until horn starts responding. MARK THIS POSITION.

9. Repeat the previous step except turn CCW and then turn CW. MARK THIS POSITION.  These two marks are your two limits of operation for engine currently operating.

10. Rotate pot to a position between the two limits. This may have to be adjusted slightly if the engine you adjusted with is not recieving in the default frequency.

11. Now check to make sure that all your engines can be addressed. If not you may have to make a slight adjustment one way or the other.

12. Remove power, disconnect base from layout and put base back together.
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