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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Event:
 
The Orient - Reception and Book Signing 
Place: 
 
Temple Railroad and Heritage Museum 


  
 315 W. Avenue B


  
 Temple, Texas 76501

Date: 

 Thursday, November 17, 2011

Time:

  5:30 p.m.

Contact: 
 Judy Covington 


   
 254.298.5194 
The Railroad and Heritage Museum will host a wine and cheese reception beginning at 5:30 p.m. to honor the significant contribution by Robert E. Pounds to this publication and the Railroad and Heritage Museum.  Dr. John B. McCall will review highlights of this book on Thursday evening. 
The dream of promoter Arthur Edward Stilwell, the Kansas City, Mexico & Orient Railway never made it to Kansas City and never made connections with the Oriental trade. 

Financed without the aide of Wall Street “money trusts,” the railroad was constructed in many disconnected sections in Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas and the states of Siñaloaand Chihuahua in Mexico. Attempts to link the already-built line from the Mexican seaport of Topolobampo, Siñaloa, with the rest of the system were halted by the formidable Sierra Madre and revolutionary activities in Mexico. And in the United States, progress was slow, due to lack of funds. In fact, Stilwell lost control of the railway in 1912 and it was in

the hands of receivers more than once. Were it not for the discovery of oil in west Texas in the ‘twenties, the KCM&O might not have survived to the Depression. As it was, the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway bought it in 1928, completed some of the lines in Texas, and waited for improving business conditions that never came. 
Authors Pounds and McCall cover the story of The Orient in rich detail—of the birth, growth, tribulations and, finally, the denouement of Arthur Stilwell’s grand idea—the Orient Railway—which for over sixty years after remained a quaint, backwater operation of the great Santa Fe Railway system...a railroad that, as the old cowboy said, “didn’t start nowheres, didn’t end up nowheres and there weren’t nothin in between.”
The Railroad and Heritage Museum is a 501c3 non-profit organization

 315 West Avenue B, Temple, Texas 76501 

254.298.5172   

www.rrhm.org  

Monday 10 am – 2 pm, Tuesday through Saturday 10 am – 4 pm, Sunday – Closed
